254. LETTER TO INDIAN GRIEVANCES COMMISSION

DURBAN,

January 26, 1914

THE CHAIRMAN

INDIAN GRIEVANCES COMMISSION

DURBAN

[SIR,]

We understand that our discharge from imprisonment, on the
18th ultimo, before the expiry of our respective sentences, was due
to the recommendation of the Indian Grievances Commission, to
enable the Indian community to have such assistance as we were
able to give in order to prepare and place its case before the Com-
mission. It is, therefore, a matter of deep and sincere regret that
we are unable, for the reasons already set forth in the correspondence
between the first undersigned and the Minister of the Interior,1 with
whose tenor we understand the Commission is already acquainted,
to avail ourselves of the opportunity for which we are indebted to
it

We earnestly trust that our refraining from appearing before
the Commission, in the circumstances therein described, will not
be regarded by it as an act of discourtesy.

M. K. GANDHI
H, S. L. POLAK
H. KALLENBACH

In&an Opinion, 28-1-1914

255, SMUTS-GANDHI CORRESPONDENCE

Elsewhere in this issue is published a translation of these letters
which, we hope, every Indian will go through carefully. We have
oat enough space or time to offer detailed comments in this number.
Hie following is the upshot of the two letters :

(1)    Not a single Indian must give evidence before the Com-
mission.

(2)    The Government has turned down the request for en-
largement of the Commission.

1 Vik the following Item.
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